
DRC Junior Rowers at South African National Rowing Championships 

There are very few young people in KwaZulu Natal who have access to rowing, and Durban 

Rowing Club has been striving to address this problem for some years by opening its doors 

to children who have no facilities for rowing at school. Our junior rowers come from a mix of 

state schools and row predominately under the DRC colours, although where there are 

sufficient numbers from the same school a school crew is often put together to encourage a 

“buy-in” from the schools our juniors attend. 

The biggest challenge for our juniors is the cost of attending regattas. There being only one 

other rowing club in the province – Hilton College Boat Club – race experience must needs 

come  through travelling to Gauteng. This can be prohibitive for parents, so we were most 

grateful for the grant which allowed seven of our U16 boys to attend the 2018 National 

Rowing Championships. 

Apart from some undeniably good results on the water (gold medals in the U16 2x and 1x) 

our boys gained so much from their experience – notably the camaraderie that comes from 

working for a common goal. The benefits to our nation of our young people interacting and 

making friends with others from such diverse backgrounds cannot be overestimated. 

The hard work put in by our U16 boys, both on and off the water, was rewarded beyond our 

wildest dreams when we discovered that no fewer than five of our boys have been selected 

for the South African Junior Clubs’ Rowing Association (SAJCRA) tour of Zimbabwe. Selection 

for the tour was based on performance at National Championships, so the travel grant has 

resulted in enormous opportunities, for which we are all very grateful.  

Durban Rowing Club is very excited about the future of rowing in the Province. 

                                          

Rudy Bellengere. U16 1x Champion                                          Londa Zungu and Awande Ndlovu 

and Zimbabwe tour invitee.                                                        showing off their invitations to 

                                                                                                          the Zimbabwe tour 


