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Here is a piece of advice: “Umuntu ngu-
muntu ngabantu” (A person is a person 
through other people).

The truth is no successful person is entirely self-
made. No one lands up successful on their own 
ability and effort alone, any more than a child 
can grow and learn in isolation.

Be inspired and challenged

Behind any successful Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) you will find a range of people who 
supported and cheered him or her on from a 
young age. This could be family and friends, 
teachers or lecturers, mentors – plus a lot more 
people who may not have had direct impact on 
what he or she did.

No matter your career choice, being in the 
insurance industry requires building networks 
and long lasting relationships that will impact 
positively on your career and personal life. 
You will be inspired and challenged by industry 
players and take advice - including positive 
criticism – from those around you.

The importance of words

We have all received some pieces of advice at 
some stage in our lives, but it’s only later in life 
that we fully appreciate the importance of those 
words and their impact on us.

Having recently graduated and now in my first 
job, these are the words from different influenc-
ers in my life that I take everywhere with me:

Personal growth:

1. Never let your current circumstance define 
your future. Strive for excellence in every-
thing you do, because you can do great 
things.

2. It is okay to be different.
3. Change never came from comfort zones. 

You only grow when you try new things.
4. Telling yourself that you cannot do some-

thing is only a matter of attitude. Tell yourself
 that “You can!”
5. Know your circle. Be wary of the company 

you keep. Don’t spend too much time 
around people who won’t get you closer to 
your goals. Part of this is surrounding your-
self with people who think differently than 
you, as well as those who have different 
experiences to you.

6. Humble yourself. It’s easier to ask for help 
from others when you’re humble.

Advancing academically/in a job space:

1. Education: This is something that no one will 
take away from you. It won’t wake up one 
morning and tell you that it does not love 
you anymore.

2. Hard work: It never killed anyone, but only 
brought back great rewards. “I do not know 
any other method to achieve your goals; if 
you find it please come back and tell me,” 
my accounting lecturer would often say.

3. Always keep your confidence and com-
posure even though you’re scared as hell 
inside.

4. Do not be afraid to ask those “dumb” ques-
tions.

5. Read, read and read! This will help you to 
expand your horizon.

6. Take what you do seriously, not yourself.


